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Independent Auditor’s Report
To the Honorable Glenn Hegar
Comptroller of Public Accounts of the State of Texas
Tobacco Settlement Permanent Trust Fund
Report on the Financial Statements
We have audited the accompanying financial statements of the Tobacco Settlement Permanent Trust
Fund (Fund), a private-purpose trust fund of the state of Texas, as of and for the year ended
December 31, 2017, and the related notes to the financial statements, which collectively comprise the
Fund’s basic financial statements, as listed in the table of contents.
Management’s Responsibility for the Financial Statements
Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of these financial statements in
accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America; this includes
the design, implementation and maintenance of internal control relevant to the preparation and fair
presentation of financial statements that are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or
error.
Auditor’s Responsibility
Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statements based on our audit. We
conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of
America. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance
about whether the financial statements are free from material misstatement.
An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence about the amounts and disclosures in
the financial statements. The procedures selected depend on the auditor’s judgment, including the
assessment of the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether due to fraud or
error. In making those risk assessments, the auditor considers internal control relevant to the Fund’s
preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements in order to design audit procedures that are
appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of
the Fund’s internal control. Accordingly, we express no such opinion. An audit also includes evaluating
the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of significant accounting
estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall presentation of the financial
statements.
We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for
our audit opinion.
Opinion
In our opinion, the financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the
financial position of the Fund as of December 31, 2017, and the changes in its financial position for the
year then ended in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of
America.
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Emphasis of Matter
As described in Note 2 to the financial statements, these financial statements present only the financial
statements of the Fund, a private-purpose trust fund of the state of Texas, and do not purport to, and do
not, present fairly the financial position of the state of Texas as of December 31, 2017, or the changes in
its financial position for the year then ended in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted
in the United States of America. Our opinion is not modified with respect to this matter.
Other Matter—Required Supplementary Information
Accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America require that the Management’s
Discussion and Analysis, as listed in the table of contents, be presented to supplement the basic financial
statements. Such information, although not a part of the basic financial statements, is required by the
Governmental Accounting Standards Board, who considers it to be an essential part of financial reporting
for placing the basic financial statements in an appropriate operational, economic or historical context.
We have applied certain limited procedures to the required supplementary information in accordance with
auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America, which consisted of inquiries of
management about the methods of preparing the information and comparing the information for
consistency with management’s responses to our inquiries, the basic financial statements and other
knowledge we obtained during our audit of the basic financial statements. We do not express an opinion
or provide any assurance on the information because the limited procedures do not provide us with
sufficient evidence to express an opinion or provide any assurance.

Austin, Texas
March 16, 2018
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Tobacco Settlement Permanent Trust Fund
Management’s Discussion and Analysis
December 31, 2017
The Tobacco Settlement Permanent Trust Fund (Fund) management’s discussion and analysis is
designed to assist the reader in focusing on significant financial issues and provide a performance
overview of the Fund’s operations for the year ended December 31, 2017. Please read this analysis in
conjunction with the basic financial statements which follow this section. The Texas Treasury
Safekeeping Trust Company (Texas Trust) administers and manages the assets of the Fund.
Financial Highlights


The total net position of the Fund increased $190.4 million, or 7.94 percent during the year 2017.



The Fund provided $67.2 million to political subdivisions for health care.

Overview of the Basic Financial Statements and Condensed Financial Information
The management’s discussion and analysis is an introduction to the Fund’s basic financial statements.
The Fund has only one fund and, therefore, the government-wide and fund financial statements are the
same since the Fund reports all of its activity as a fiduciary fund, which uses the same measurement
focus for all statements.
The Statement of Fiduciary Net Position provides information about the nature and amounts of the Fund’s
cash, investments and receivables (assets) and their management fees (liabilities). The Statement of
Changes in Fiduciary Net Position reports the additions to, deductions from and net increases or
decreases in net position.
This annual financial report consists of two parts:


Management’s discussion and analysis



Basic financial statements
-

Statement of Fiduciary Net Position

-

Statement of Changes in Fiduciary Net Position

-

Notes to the Financial Statements
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Tobacco Settlement Permanent Trust Fund
Management’s Discussion and Analysis
December 31, 2017
The Statement of Fiduciary Net Position presents the financial position of the Fund at the end of the fiscal
year and includes all assets and liabilities of the Fund. The difference between total assets and total
liabilities equals the Fund’s net position. At December 31, 2017 and 2016, net position was calculated as
follows:

2017
Cash and cash equivalents
Trades pending settlement
Other assets
Investments at fair value
Total assets
Total liabilities
Net position held in
trust

$

824,996
222,348
235,059
2,587,652,840
2,588,935,243
1,283,110

$ 2,587,652,133

2016
$

261,092
31,618
2,398,157,993
2,398,450,703
1,180,244

$ 2,397,270,459

Variance
$

Percent
Change

563,904
222,348
203,441
189,494,847
190,484,540
102,866

215.98%
n/a
643.43%
7.90%
7.94%
8.72%

$ 190,381,674

7.94%

During the year, investments increased $189.5 million due to higher investment returns as compared to
2016. Other assets increased by $203.4 thousand while total liabilities increased by $102.9 thousand.
The increase in other assets is attributable to an increase in interest and other receivables.
The Statement of Changes in Fiduciary Net Position presents the activity within the Net Position balance
for the year ended. Significant activity accounts include net investment income and distributions to local
governments. The change in net position for the years ended December 31, 2017 and 2016, is as follows:
2017
Net investment income
Distributions to local
governments
Expenses
Net increase in
net position
Net position held in trust at
beginning of year
Net position held in trust at
end of year

$

264,590,798

2016
$

Variance

Percent
Change

187,311,578

$ 77,279,220

41.26%

67,155,876
7,053,248

46,761,489
5,269,167

20,394,387
1,784,081

43.61%
33.86%

190,381,674

135,280,922

2,397,270,459

2,261,989,537

$ 2,587,652,133

$ 2,397,270,459

Net Investment Income increased by $77.3 million compared to the previous year as a result of the higher
investment returns earned by the Fund. During the year ended December 31, 2017, the total rate of
return for the Fund was 11.57 percent, while the total rate of return for the previous year was
7.54 percent. The total Fund outperformed its benchmark for the year by 0.93 percent. Distributions to
local governments vary from year to year and are based on the amount approved for distribution by the
Tobacco Settlement Permanent Trust Account Investment Advisory Committee.
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Tobacco Settlement Permanent Trust Fund
Management’s Discussion and Analysis
December 31, 2017
Asset Allocation
The current Texas Trust asset allocation structure as of December 31, 2017, is shown in the chart below:

Asset Class
Fixed Income
Global Fixed Income
Cash
Alternative Fixed Income
Private Debt
Equity
Global Public Equity
Hedged Equity
Private Equity
Real Assets
Stable Value Real Assets
Enhanced Real Estate
Natural Resources
Strategic All Asset and Overlays
Total Portfolio Assets

Current
Market Value
$ 922,372,516
194,396,089
96,592,195
363,592,712
267,791,520
1,192,111,598
416,578,113
511,606,129
263,927,356
453,392,474
247,788,483
113,828,380
91,775,611
21,058,655
98,789,374
$ 2,588,935,243

Weight
35.6%
7.6%
3.7%
14.0%
10.3%
46.1%
16.1%
19.8%
10.2%
17.5%
9.6%
4.4%
3.5%
0.8%
4.6%
100%

Target
35.0%
10.0%
0.0%
15.0%
10.0%
45.0%
15.0%
20.0%
10.0%
20.0%
8.0%
7.0%
5.0%
0.0%
0.0%
100%

Policy
Range
20-50%

30-60%

10-30%

0-10%
100%

The current structure represents the ongoing effort by the Texas Trust to achieve its investment objective
to earn an annual total return that:


Provides a predictable, stable stream of distributions.



Ensures the inflation-adjusted value of distributions is maintained over the long-term.



Ensures that the inflation-adjusted value of the corpus, after distributions and fund expenses, is
maintained over the long-term.



Achieves the desired portfolio volatility and minimizes downside risk through diversification and risk
management.

The Fixed Income strategies are expected to generate relatively consistent positive returns with lower
correlation to the public equity markets. Strategies selected are intended to provide positive returns
during most economic and capital market environments.
The Equity strategies include public and private equities and asset classes that are correlated to global
equity markets. Historically, global equity investments have provided returns in excess of the total Fund
return objective.
The Real Asset strategies are intended to serve primarily as inflation hedges and provide diversification
benefits of low correlation with other investment strategies. A significant majority of the portfolio will be
exposed to Real Assets such as high quality real estate, timber, infrastructure assets, industrial and
precious metals, energy, livestock, and grains.
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Tobacco Settlement Permanent Trust Fund
Management’s Discussion and Analysis
December 31, 2017
The All Asset strategies include exposures across equity, fixed income and real estate classes. This
portfolio may consist of long-only, hedged and private strategies whose portfolios are diversified across a
broad range of asset types.
The following charts compare the Fund’s macro strategy target asset allocation as of December 31, 2017,
with its actual allocation as of December 31, 2017, and the Fund’s sub-strategy asset allocation as of
December 31, 2017, with its actual allocation as of December 31, 2017:

Macro Strategy Allocation
December 31, 2017
50.0%
45.0%

Allocation Percentage

40.0%
35.0%
30.0%
25.0%
20.0%
15.0%
10.0%
5.0%
0.0%
Target
Actual

Fixed Income

Equity

Real Assets

35.0%
35.6%

45.0%
46.1%

20.0%
17.5%
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Strategic All Asset
Overlay
0.0%
0.8%

Tobacco Settlement Permanent Trust Fund
Management’s Discussion and Analysis
December 31, 2017

Sub-Strategy Allocation
December 31, 2017
25.0%

Allocation Percentage

20.0%

15.0%

10.0%

5.0%

0.0%

Glo bal Fixed
Inco me +
Cash

Alterna tive
Fixe d Income

Private De bt

Glo bal Public
Equ ity

Hedge d
Equ ity

Private
Equ ity

Stable Val ue
Real Asse ts

Enh anced
Real Estate

Natural
Resources

All Asset
Strategies

Target

10.0%

15.0%

10.0%

15.0%

20.0%

10.0%

8.0%

7.0%

5.0%

0.0%

Actu al

11.3%

14.0%

10.3%

16.1%

19.8%

10.2%

9.6%

4.4%

3.5%

0.8%

The above chart compares the year-end actual allocation with its target allocation for each sub-strategy.
The largest variations at year-end were a 2.6 percent underweight in enhanced real estate and a
1.6 percent overweight in stable value real assets. Both variances were well within the allowable target
ranges for the strategy.
Unfunded Commitments
As of December 31, 2017, the Fund’s outstanding unfunded commitments totaled $574.1 million.
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Tobacco Settlement Permanent Trust Fund
Management’s Discussion and Analysis
December 31, 2017
Investment Performance
The chart below presents the Fund’s performance as of December 31, 2017. During the year, the Fund’s
overall performance was 11.57 percent, while the policy benchmark return was 10.63 percent. During the
year, the Private Debt, the Global Public Equity, the Private Equity, the Natural Resources and the
Strategic All Asset Overlay strategies underperformed their respective benchmark. All other strategies
outperformed their benchmarks.

Investment Performance
December 31, 2017
20.00%
18.00%

Allocation Percentage

16.00%
14.00%
12.00%
10.00%
8.00%
6.00%
4.00%
2.00%
0.00%

Glo bal
Fixe d
Inco me

Alterna tive
Fixe d
Inco me

Private
Debt

Glo bal
Pub lic
Equ ity

Hedge d
Equ ity

Private
Equ ity

Enh anced
Real
Esta te

Stable
Natural
Valu e Rea l
Resources
Assets

Ben chmar k

4.09%

4.01%

13.37%

23.95%

11.28%

16.43%

5.01%

6.70%

Actu al

4.35%

6.91%

9.18%

18.68%

15.87%

15.85%

9.94%

13.90%

Strategic
All Asset
Overlay

Tota l Fund

1.70%

10.63%

10.63%

0.54%

10.13%

11.57%

Below is the Fund’s performance for the preceding 1 year, 3 year and 5 year periods.
1 Year
The Fund

11.57%
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3 Year
6.11%

5 Year
6.63%

Tobacco Settlement Permanent Trust Fund
Management’s Discussion and Analysis
December 31, 2017
Annual Distribution From the Fund
The annual distribution is calculated in accordance with the Trust Account Distribution Policy as outlined
in Texas Administrative Code, Title 34, Part 1, Chapter 18, Rules 18.1 and 18.2 (Code).
Under the Code, the calculated actual distribution amount for consideration by the Investment Advisory
Committee in April 2018 is $69,689,880. This amount is based on an average market value of the Trust
Account of $2,322,996,002 as of December 31, 2017, using the most recent 20 calendar quarter-end
market values.
See Note 4 for more information.
The following chart reflects the Fund’s distribution and contribution history in the Trust Account:

Contribution Month

January 3, 2000
December 29, 2000
January 2, 2001
June 12, 2001
December 31, 2001
May 1, 2002
December 30, 2002
December 31, 2002
April 30, 2003

Total

Total

$

444,581,000
433,888,365
67,523,342
43,407,228
491,573,700
19,317,882
26,914,041
148,494,658
7,264,688
-

Total Distribution
From
Tobacco Fund

Distribution
Month
January 15, 1999
April 1, 2000

$

April 12, 2001
April 12, 2002

April 17, 2003
April 16, 2004
April 18, 2005
April 18, 2006
April 20, 2007
April 15, 2008
April 15, 2009
April 20, 2010
April 18, 2011
April 18, 2012
April 16, 2013
April 15, 2014
April 15, 2015
April 15, 2016
April 15, 2017

$ 1,682,964,904

$

14,306,508
17,760,000
22,041,497
28,515,957
50,282,384
72,070,600
82,691,441
92,303,845
92,303,845
46,151,923
51,000,000
50,000,000
50,000,000
50,000,000
55,000,000
46,761,489
67,155,876
888,345,365

Direct
Distribution
$

$

300,000,000
100,000,000
50,000,000
450,000,000

Total
Distributions
$

300,000,000
100,000,000
64,306,508
17,760,000
22,041,497
28,515,957
50,282,384
72,070,600
82,691,441
92,303,845
92,303,845
46,151,923
51,000,000
50,000,000
50,000,000
50,000,000
55,000,000
46,761,489
67,155,876
$ 1,338,345,365

Contacting Texas Trust’s Financial Management
This financial report is designed to provide the Fund’s beneficiaries, business partners and creditors with
a general overview of its finances. Questions about this report can be directed to Texas Trust’s Chief
Financial Officer at (512) 463-3129.
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Basic Financial Statements

Tobacco Settlement Permanent Trust Fund
Statement of Fiduciary Net Position
December 31, 2017

Assets
Cash and cash equivalents
Trades pending settlement
Interest and other receivables
Investments
Total assets

$

824,996
222,348
235,059
2,587,652,840
2,588,935,243

Liabilities
Accounts payable
Total liabilities

1,283,110
1,283,110

Net Position
Held in trust for other governments

$ 2,587,652,133

See notes to financial statements.
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Tobacco Settlement Permanent Trust Fund
Statement of Changes in Fiduciary Net Position
Year Ended December 31, 2017

Additions:
Investment income:
Net increase in fair value of investments
Interest and investment income
Total income from investing activities
Total additions

$

Deductions:
Professional fees and services
Disbursements to local governments
Total deductions

230,113,926
34,476,872
264,590,798
264,590,798

7,053,248
67,155,876
74,209,124

Change in net position held in trust for other governments
Net position held in trust for other governments at beginning of year
Net position held in trust for other governments at end of year

See notes to financial statements.
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190,381,674
2,397,270,459
$

2,587,652,133

Tobacco Settlement Permanent Trust Fund
Notes to the Financial Statements
December 31, 2017
Note 1.

Reporting Entity

The Tobacco Settlement Permanent Trust Fund (the Fund) was established under the authority of House
Bill 1161 (the Act) enacted by the 76th Regular Session of the 1999 Texas Legislature. The purpose of
the Fund is to collect monies from the tobacco companies, and distribute the funds to eligible local
governmental units for reimbursement of previous health care costs associated with tobacco-related
illness. The Fund was organized on July 24, 1998, and commenced operations on December 31, 1998.
The Act establishes the Fund with the Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts (Comptroller), who is
required to administer and manage the assets of the Fund with the advice of, and in consultation with, the
appointed Tobacco Settlement Permanent Trust Account Investment Advisory Committee (Investment
Advisory Committee). The Comptroller is also required to make annual distributions to eligible
governmental units and to prepare and distribute annual reports regarding the Fund’s assets and
investments. The Investment Advisory Committee consists of 11 members appointed in accordance with
the Act. The Comptroller, with the advice of, and in consultation with, the Investment Advisory Committee,
has developed an Investment Policy which guides the investments of the Fund.
The Comptroller has delegated day-to-day investment management of the Fund to the Texas Treasury
Safekeeping Trust Company (Texas Trust). In 1986, the 69th Texas Legislature authorized the
incorporation of the Texas Trust to give the Treasurer of the State of Texas access to the Federal
Reserve System. The 77th Legislature amended the Texas Trust statute and the Texas Trust began
operations as a separate state entity on September 1, 2001. The Comptroller is the single shareholder of
the Texas Trust and is charged with managing the Texas Trust.
The Act requires the Texas Department of Health to collect information regarding the amount of each
governmental unit’s unreimbursed health care expenditures, and to certify to the Comptroller the
percentage payable from the Fund to each governmental unit.
Note 2.

Summary of Significant Accounting Policies

(a) Measurement focus, basis of accounting and financial statement presentation: The State of
Texas reports the Fund as a private-purpose trust fund in its basic financial statements. Private-purpose
trust funds are accounted for using the economic resources measurement focus and the accrual basis of
accounting. Revenues are recognized when earned and expenses are recognized when the liability is
incurred regardless of the timing of the related cash flows. Security transactions are recorded on a trade
date basis.
(b) Restrictions: In accordance with the Act, the Fund is composed of money paid to the Fund in
accordance with the Tobacco Settlement Agreement, assets purchased with that money, earnings of the
Fund and any other contributions made to the Fund. These amounts represent the corpus of the Fund
and shall remain in the Fund and may not be distributed for any purpose that is not in accordance with the
approved spending policy. The money and other assets contained in the Fund are not a part of the
general funds of the State of Texas.
The Comptroller, with the advice and consultation of the Investment Advisory Committee, may use the
earnings of the Fund for investment expense. Upon certification in accordance with the Health and Safety
Code, Subchapter J, Chapter 12, the Comptroller shall make an annual distribution from the net earnings
of the Fund, to each eligible political subdivision as provided in the agreement regarding disposition of
settlement proceeds.
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Tobacco Settlement Permanent Trust Fund
Notes to the Financial Statements
December 31, 2017
Note 2.

Summary of Significant Accounting Policies (Continued)

(c) Investments: Fair value is the price that would be received to sell an asset in an orderly
transaction between market participants at the measurement date. Investments are reported at fair value
based upon quoted market prices, or when quoted market prices are not readily determinable, other
observable significant inputs including net asset values (NAV) of underlying securities.
According to the Act, the Comptroller is to administer and manage the assets of the Fund using the
specified fiduciary standard of care and with the advice of, and in consultation with, the Investment
Advisory Committee. The Fund is authorized to invest its funds according to the approved Investment
Policy.
The following table reflects the Fund’s asset class target percentage and the allocation range per the
Fund’s Investment Policy:
Strategy—Sub-Strategy
Fixed Income

Target
Percentage
35%

Benchmark(s) Strategy Range
Allocation Range: 20%-50%

Global Fixed Income

10%

9% Bloomberg Barclays US Universal Bond Index; 1% 3-Month T-Bill

Alternative Fixed Income

15%

HFRI FOF: Conservative Index

Private Debt

10%

Cambridge Associates—Custom Private Debt Index

Equity

45%

Allocation Range: 30%-60%

Global Public Equity

15%

MSCI ACWI IMI Net Index

Hedged Equity

20%

HFRI FOF: Strategic Index

Private Equity

10%

Cambridge Associates—Custom Private Equity Index

Real Assets

20%

Allocation Range: 10%-30%

Stable Value Real Estate

8%

NCREIF NFI—ODCE

Enhanced Real Estate

7%

Cambridge Associates Real Estate Fund Index

Natural Resources

5%

Bloomberg Commodity Index

All Asset Strategy

0%

Allocation Range: 0%-10%

All Asset Strategies

0%

Total Endowment Benchmark
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Tobacco Settlement Permanent Trust Fund
Notes to the Financial Statements
December 31, 2017
Note 2.

Summary of Significant Accounting Policies (Continued)

(d) Custodian: The Fund contracts services with a custodian to assist with certain of its
responsibilities. The custodian performs the duties involving the acquisition, sale and holding of fixed
income and equity investments in the Fund’s name.
(e) Income tax: The Fund is exempt from federal income tax on its operations in accordance with
Internal Revenue Code Section 115.
(f)
Use of estimates: The preparation of financial statements in conformity with accounting principles
generally accepted in the United States of America requires management to make estimates and
assumptions that affect the reported amounts of assets and liabilities and disclosure of contingent assets
and liabilities at the date of the financial statements, and the reported amounts of revenues and expenses
during the reporting period. Accordingly, actual results could differ significantly from these estimates.
(g) Distributions: In July 2016, the Comptroller adopted a modification to the Trust Account
Distribution Policy as outlined in Texas Administrative Code, Title 34, Part 1, Chapter 18, Rules 18.1 and
18.2 (Code) for calculating the annual distribution, beginning with the 2016 calculation. The revised rules
are designed to achieve a conservative but flexible spending policy that will smooth distributions while
allowing the Trust Account to maintain its purchasing power over the long-term. In accordance with the
Fund’s Investment Policy, the calculated actual distribution amount shall be 3 percent of the average
market value of the Trust Account calculated as of the end of the calendar year immediately preceding
the distribution. The average market value of the Trust Account is calculated using the most recent
twenty (20) calendar quarter-end market values. In addition, the distribution stabilization account was
eliminated as it is no longer necessary.
(h) Pending trades: Security transactions are recorded on a trade date basis. Pending trades at
year-end represent those trades that were executed prior to year-end, but settled after year-end.
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Tobacco Settlement Permanent Trust Fund
Notes to the Financial Statements
December 31, 2017

Note 3.

Investments

The Fund reports investments at fair value on the Statement of Fiduciary Net Position, and all investment
income, including changes in the fair value of investments, are reported in the Statement of Changes in
Fiduciary Net Position.
The Fund’s investments as of December 31, 2017, are as follows:
Investments
Measured at NAV
Money market funds
Mutual funds—global equities
Mutual funds—global fixed income

Unfunded
Commitments

Carrying Value
$

Redemption
Frequency

Redemption
Notice Period

197,374,288
31,152,838
171,237,568

N/A
N/A
N/A

Daily
Daily
Daily

1 day
1 day
1 day

Hedge funds—fund of funds

101,418,051

N/A

Daily, Monthly,
Quarterly, Annually

1-95 days

Hedge funds—direct funds - fixed income
Hedge funds—direct funds - equities
Hedge funds—direct funds - all asset strategies
Hedge funds—direct funds - real assets

385,396,062
766,126,996
21,058,655
19,495,220

N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

*
*
*
*

1-90 days
1-90 days
1-90 days
1-90 days

Domestic alternative - private debt
Domestic alternative - private equity
Domestic alternative - real assets

267,743,294
231,500,046
339,976,563

162,498,703
227,648,933
161,248,488

N/A
N/A
N/A

N/A
N/A
N/A

48,225
32,427,310
20,592,957

606,932
11,505,515
10,633,349

N/A
N/A
N/A

N/A
N/A
N/A

434,300
1,670,467
2,587,652,840

574,141,920

N/A
N/A

N/A
N/A

International alternative - private debt
International alternative - private equity
International alternative - real assets
Futures - equities
Futures - real assets
Total investments

$

$

$

*Hedge funds—direct funds redemptions can be monthly, quarterly, semi-annual or annually

Money market funds and mutual funds are valued daily or monthly, as appropriate, at NAV per share.
Hedge Funds are valued monthly at NAV using the current monthly account statements from the funds. If
a current monthly account statement is unavailable, the value is calculated by the custodian using the
estimated monthly return from the fund. Once a statement is received, the value is adjusted to reflect the
NAV from the statement adjusted for cash flows that occur after the statement date.
Domestic and international alternative investments are valued monthly at NAV using the latest account
statements from the funds. NAV is adjusted for cash flows that occur after the date of the statements
through the month-end date.

15

Tobacco Settlement Permanent Trust Fund
Notes to the Financial Statements
December 31, 2017
Note 3.

Investments (Continued)

Fixed Income strategies are expected to generate relatively consistent positive returns with lower
correlation to the public equity markets. Strategies selected are intended to provide positive returns
during most economic and capital market environments.
Private Debt strategies will be primarily focused on debt and credit oriented strategies ranging from senior
secured credit to distressed credit, but at times may include exposures across the entire corporate capital
structure. Private debt strategies are intended to take advantage of illiquidity premiums available in the
debt markets. Portfolios may take an extended period to be realized.
Equity strategies include public and private equities and asset classes that are correlated to global equity
markets. Historically, global equity investments have provided returns in excess of the total Fund return
objective.
Real Asset strategies are intended to serve primarily as inflation hedges and provide diversification
benefits of low correlation with other investment strategies. A significant majority of the portfolio will be
exposed to Real Assets such as high quality real estate, timber, infrastructure assets, industrial and
precious metals, energy, livestock and grains.
All Asset strategies include exposures across equity, fixed income and real estate classes. This portfolio
may consist of long-only, hedged and private strategies whose portfolios are diversified across a broad
range of asset types.
Credit risk: Credit risk is the risk that an issuer or other counterparty to an investment will not fulfill its
obligation. The Fund’s Investment Policy does not limit credit risk. The following schedule lists Standard &
Poor’s credit rating by investment type for those investments subject to credit risk:
Mutual
Funds—Global
Fixed Income

Standard & Poor’s Credit Rating
AAA
Not rated
Total

$
$

171,237,568
171,237,568

Money
Market Funds

Futures
$
$

2,104,767
2,104,767

$
$

197,374,288
197,374,288

Deposits—custodial credit risk: Custodial credit risk for deposits is the risk that, in the event of
failure of a depository financial institution, the Fund will not be able to recover its deposits or will not
be able to recover its collateral securities that are in the possession of an outside party. The Fund's
cash and cash equivalents represents cash held in the Fund's investment account by the investment
custodian. Deposits made in any single financial institution, which are in excess of the Federal
Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC) level, may be made only if fully collateralized in accordance
with the State Depository Handbook.
Investments—custodial credit risk: For an investment, custodial credit risk is the risk that, in the event
of the failure of the counterparty, the Fund would not be able to recover the loss of its investments or
collateral securities that are in possession of an outside entity. Investment securities are exposed to
custodial credit risk if the securities are uninsured, are not held in the name of the Texas Trust and are
held by the counterparty, its trust or agent, but not in the name of the Texas Trust. The Fund’s
investments are not exposed to custodial credit risk since they are insured or registered or the securities
are held by the Texas Trust or its agent in the Texas Trust’s name.
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Investments (Continued)

Concentration risk: Concentration of credit risk is the risk of loss attributable to the magnitude of the
investment in a single issuer. Excluding passive strategies, exposure to any investment firm will generally
be limited to no more than 10 percent of Fund assets. Fund investments will generally not exceed more
than 25 percent of any firm’s assets under management. As of December 31, 2017, no more than
5 percent of the portfolio was invested in securities of one issuer.
Interest rate risk: Interest rate risk is the risk that changes in interest rates will adversely affect the fair
value of an investment. The Fund’s Investment Policy does not limit investment maturities. The following
schedule reflects the average effective duration of the funds by investment type. The investments in the
short-term investment fund use a weighted-average maturity to reflect the interest rate risk.
Investment Type

Amount

Mutual funds:
Global Fixed Income

$

Modified Duration

171,237,568

2.05 years
Weighted
Average Maturity

Investment in short-term investment fund

$

197,374,288

20 days

Foreign currency risk: Foreign currency risk is a financial risk that exists when a financial transaction is
denominated in a currency other than that of the base currency of the Fund. The Fund’s Investment
Policy does not limit investments in any single foreign currency. The Fund’s exposure to foreign currency
risk derives from its position in foreign currency-denominated investments in alternative investments.

Currency
Euro

Alternative
Investment

Cash
$

824,996

$

53,068,492

Total
$

53,893,488

Derivatives: The Fund uses derivatives as part of the hedging and overlays program. The objective of
the program is to facilitate risk management and provide efficie
ncy in the implementation of various investment strategies. Permitted applications of the portfolio hedging
and overlays program include implementations of strategies in a low cost and efficient manner; to hedge
and control risks; to alter the Funds’ market (systemic) exposure without trading the underlying cash
market securities; to construct portfolios with risk and return characteristics that could not be created with
cash market securities or to facilitate transition trading.
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Investments (Continued)

The fair value, changes in fair value and notional value of the Funds’ investments, classified by derivative
type, are displayed in the following table as of December 31, 2017:
Changes in
Fair Value

Fair Value
Futures—equities
Futures—real assets

$
$

434,300
1,670,467
2,104,767

$
$

434,300
1,670,467
2,104,767

Notional Value
$
$

33,899,092
67,109,377
101,008,469

Treasury pool: The Fund may participate in the Treasury Pool, which is an internal investment pool of
the state of Texas. The Comptroller maintains oversight responsibility for the Treasury Pool. This
responsibility includes the ability to influence operations, designation of management and accountability
for fiscal matters. The Treasury Pool operates in accordance with the Comptroller’s Investment Policy.
The Fund may make withdrawals at any time and has no commitment to add additional funds to the
Treasury Pool. The Fund receives allocated earnings based on its percentage share of the Treasury Pool,
but its overall value remains the same as the initial deposit, cost, into the Treasury Pool plus accrued
income. The Fund was not invested in the Treasury Pool at December 31, 2017.
Note 4.

Annual Distribution from the Fund

The Comptroller is required by Government Code, Section 403.1041, to administer the Tobacco
Settlement Permanent Trust Account (Trust Account) and manage the assets of the Trust Account with
the advice of, and in consultation with, the Investment Advisory Committee. The Comptroller is also
required to adopt rules necessary to implement the Comptroller's duties under Government Code,
Section 403.1041, including rules distinguishing the net earnings of the Trust Account that may be
distributed from earnings used for investment expenses and from the money and assets that are the
corpus of the Trust Account.
The amount eligible for annual distribution is calculated in accordance with the Trust Account Distribution
Policy as outlined in Texas Administrative Code, Title 34, Part 1, Chapter 18, Rules 18.1 and 18.2 (Code).
Under the Code, the calculated eligible distribution amount for consideration by the Investment Advisory
Committee in April 2018 is $69,689,880. This amount is based on an average market value of the Trust
Account of $2,322,996,002 as of December 31, 2017, using the most recent 20 calendar quarter-end
market values. The actual amount to be distributed by the Fund in 2018 is required to be approved by the
Investment Advisory Committee.
The corpus of the Trust Account is defined in the Code as the cumulative value of all contributions to the
Trust Account. As of December 31, 2017, the value of the corpus is $1,682,964,904.

18

Tobacco Settlement Permanent Trust Fund
Notes to the Financial Statements
December 31, 2017

Note 5.

Related Parties

Prior to September 1, 2001, the Comptroller provided financial and staff support to conduct and
administer the day-to-day operations of the Texas Trust, including the Fund. Those expenses were
neither recorded nor allocated to the Fund’s basic financial statements and were paid through the
General Fund of the Comptroller’s Office.
Beginning September 1, 2005, the contract and agreement between the Comptroller and the Texas Trust
allows the Texas Trust to charge a flat fee of 30 basis points to recover all costs associated with the
management of the Fund. The Fund was charged $7,053,248 for the months of January 2017 through
December 2017.
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